). Plafkin et al. (1989) and Barbour et al. (1999) (1993) . Sof\ algae were identified using Smith (1950) , Prescott (1962 Prescott ( , 1978 , John et al. (2002) , and Wehr and Sheath (2003) . These books also served as references on the ecology of the soft algae, along with Palmer (1969, 1977 Krammer and Lange-Bertalot 1986 , 1988 , 1991a , 1991b Lange-Bertalot 1993 , 2001 Krammer 1997a Krammer , 1997b Krammer , 2002 Reichardt 1997 Reichardt , 1999 Values for selected metrics were compared to biocriteria (numeric thresholds) developed for streams in the Rocky Mountain ecoregions of Montana (Table 2 ). These criteria are based on metric values measured in least-impaired reference streams (Bahls et al. 1992) and metric values measured in streams that are known to be impaired by various sources and causes of pollution (Bahls 1993) . The criteria in Table 2 Non-Diatom Algae (Table 4 
